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Introduction 

 
Inspired by the President of the International Olympic Committee (IOC), Jacques Rogge, the Youth 

Olympic Games (YOG) started to properly take form when the IOC Executive Board unanimously 

welcomed the President’s idea on 25 April 2007. The IOC members approved the project on 5 July 

2007 at the 119
th
 IOC Session in Guatemala City.  

 

In February 2008, Singapore was elected as host of the first edition of the Summer YOG (14-26 

August 2010). In December 2008, Innsbruck was chosen as the first host city of the Winter YOG (13-

22 January 2012). And the second edition of the Summer YOG will be held in Nanjing, China, in 2014.  

 

The word mascot is derived from the Provencal and appeared in French dictionaries at the end of the 

19
th
 century. “It caught on following the triumphant performance of Mrs Grizier-Montbazon in an 

operetta called La Mascotte, set to music by Edmond Audran in 1880. The singer’s success prompted 

jewellers to produce a bracelet charm representing the artist in the costume pertaining to her role. The 

jewel was an immediate success. The mascot, which, in its Provencal form, was thought to bring good 

or bad luck, thus joined the category of lucky charms”
1
. 

 

An original image, the mascot has the job of giving concrete form to the Olympic spirit, spreading the 

values highlighted at each edition of the Games; promoting the history and culture of the host city; and 

giving the event a festive atmosphere. Just like the Summer and Winter Olympic Games, which 

introduced their first mascots in 1972 and 1976 respectively, the YOG also have their mascots, all of 

which showcase imagination and artistic creativity, giving a personal and characteristic touch to each 

edition of the Youth Olympic Games.  

 

In this document, each mascot is presented by a picture and a description. The mascots are a simple 

and efficient communications tool, just like a slogan – so follow the guide!  

  

                                                      
1
 Marie-Hélène Roukhadzé, “The Olympic Mascot”, Olympic Message, August 1991, n. 30, pp. 8-9  

http://www.olympic.org/munich-1972-summer-olympics
http://www.olympic.org/montreal-1976-summer-olympics
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Singapore 2010 
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Lyo and Merly 

 

Name: 
Lyo is an abbreviation of “Lion of the Youth Olympics”. Merly’s name comes 
from the French word “mer” [sea] and the letters L and Y refer to “liveliness” 
and “youthfulness”. 

Description: 

Lyo reflects the national symbol of the city-state of Singapore, a lion. He 
symbolises the overflowing energy of young people, their determination to 
live life to the full and their ardour in their search for excellence. Merly is 
inspired by the merlion, a mythical sea creature with a lion’s head and a 
fish’s body, part of the local folklore. 

Creator: Cubix International. 

Did you know? 

 The mascots’ names were chosen through a competition. A total of 375 
entries from more than 20 countries were received. The winners, from 
Singapore, were able to meet Lyo and Merly at the mascot 
presentation ceremony.  

 Lyo and Merly feature on 40,000 silver and two-metal commemorative 
coins, produced in June 2010 to mark the creation of the first Youth 
Olympic Games in history.  

 The Merlion symbol was created in 1964 by Alec Fraser-Brunner as the 
logo of the Singapore tourist office. It gave birth to other works, among 
them includes an 8-metre statue, with a typical lion’s head and fish’s 
body, at Marina Bay in Singapore. 

 

Find out more about the Singapore 2010 Youth Olympic Games at olympic.org. 
 

http://www.olympic.org/content/yog_/singapore-2010-/#/GameZone
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Innsbruck 2012 
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Yoggl 

 

Name: 
Yoggl (pronounced like YOG) is inspired by the nickname “Joggl” for Jakob, 
a common and traditional name in the Tyrol region. The J is replaced by a 
Y as a nod to the acronym YOG.  

Description: 

Yoggl is an Alpine chamois who lives at relatively high altitude in the steep, 
craggy Karwendel mountains between Innsbruck and Seefeld.  
He symbolises life in the Alpine regions, and his role is to make the public 
aware of respecting the region’s environment and natural resources.  

Creator: Florencia Demaría and Luis Andrés Abbiati. 

Did you know? 
 The mascot was chosen through a Facebook competition. The two 

Argentinean creators’ chamois pipped an ibex to the post and was the 
basis for developing the final design of Yoggl.   

 

Find out more about the Innsbruck 2012 Youth Olympic Games at olympic.org. 
 

  

http://www.olympic.org/content/yog_/innsbruck-2012-/#/News
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Nanjing 2014 
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Nanjinglele 
 

Name: 
Nanjinglele. The suffix “lele” refers to the noise of stones as they bang 
together and is pronounced like the Chinese word meaning happiness or 
joy. 

Description: 
Nanjinglele’s shape and colours reflect the rain flower pebble or riverstone, 
a unique natural feature in China.  

Creator: N/A.   

Did you know? 

 The mascot was selected through a competition held in China. Over 
1.2 million students from 900 Chinese colleges took part. The final 
choice was revealed at a ceremony held in Nanjing on 29 November 
2012.  

 

Find out more about the Nanjing 2014 Youth Olympic Games at olympic.org. 
  

http://www.olympic.org/content/yog_/nanjing-2014/#/Countdown
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The IOC Library offers a unique collection on Olympic Games, Olympic Movement and Olympic 
sports. 
Some of the above documents can be consulted directly on the spot or may be requested via the 
international loan service. 
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